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Habits developed early can last a lifetime, and these early-formed habits exert a 
particular influence on a person’s money management skills. Everyday choices 
about spending, saving and budgeting often have long-term consequences, im-
pacting the financial stability and quality of life for individuals and families. To-
day's youth are not only handling money at a much younger age than prior gen-
erations, they are also facing a growing number of  influences and dealing with 
increasing amounts of information that affect their financial thinking. 
 
With these factors in mind, the East Bay Asian Local Development Corporation 
(EBALDC) launched its Money Savvy Youth program (MSY) in June 2006. As 
part of the organization's Family Economic Success programs, MSY classes pro-
vide students with the money-management knowledge, skills, and tools needed 
to build secure futures, at the same time giving them the confidence to make 
sound financial choices today. 

This program, aimed specifically at fourth and fifth grade as well as high school 
level classes, works in collaboration with teachers in their classrooms. The fi-
nancial education consists of one-hour classes that are held once a week for five 
consecutive weeks. Financial topics include: Income, Spending and Credit, Sav-
ings, and Goal-setting. Each course encourages students to engage in open dia-
logue and incorporates fun, interactive components, such as group skits, guest 
speakers sharing their expertise in the financial-services field, and group pro-
jects along with grade-specific math work.   
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Money Savvy Youth Impact 

 
A majority of our participants increased their 
financial literacy 

 Participants received an average of 90 percent on 
their weekly in-class quizzes. 

 70 percent said that we were not confused about 
how to manage money after taking the course. 

 60 percent of participants indicated that since tak-
ing the class, they understand better how to set 
goals for themselves. 

 

More participants feel confident as money man-
agers 

 60 percent of participants noted that they feel 
“confident” or “very confident” in their ability to  
write a budget, compared to only 25 percent feel-
ing that way before taking the course. 

 39 percent of participants said that they were “not 
confident” in tracking their expenses before taking 
the course, but after taking the course only 5 per-
cent noted that they were “not confident .” 

 

QUOTES FROM FORMER 

STUDENTS 

 

―I liked the money class.  I 
learned a lot of stuff that I 
didn’t know.‖ 
 – Estevan, 10 years old 
 
 
―With this program I have 
saved a lot of mon-
ey!  Thank you!‖  
– Maria, 9 years old 
 
 
―I am very grateful that I 
found this program… This 
program offers the 
knowledge you need to 
plan [for] a better future‖ 
— James, 12 years old 
 



School Expansion Initiative 

The East Bay Asian Local Development Corporation  is embark-
ing on an exciting initiative to expand the Money Savvy Youth 
program to serve more Oakland youths in the next two years.  
 
In particular, EBALDC is focusing its resources at the fourth 
and fifth grade level because studies have shown that early en-
gagement will provide the foundation for a more stable finan-
cial future. So far, EBALDC has built strong partnerships with 
four schools - Manzanita Community, Garfield Elementary, 
Franklin Elementary, and Manzanita SEED.  
 
In the next two years, EBALDC  seeks to partner with at least 20 
more Oakland public schools and provide financial education to 
over 1400 students. 
 

 

 

 

―Money Savvy Youth is a wonderful program that mixes 
math, social studies, and writing.  It is a useful course that 
provides students with practical financial knowledge they 
can use from now on. ‖   

- Richard Pollmann, Fourth Grade Teacher  



 

Become a Key Partner 

Since 2006, the Money Savvy Youth program has served over 400 
students. In the next few years, MSY will expand into more schools, 
reaching more students with this important life skill. 

Your support helps ensure that young people have the knowledge 
and tools needed to build secure financial futures.  

Please call us at (510) 287-5353 to find out how you can help. 

 

―The program helped me save more money; now I 
make a note and a plan before I spend.  I try to be 
more mindful about the things I need and less on what 
I want.‖  

- Josh, 10 years old MSY graduate 


