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Introduction:
In 2011, the Alameda County Public Health Department’s (ACPHD) Building Blocks Collaborative
(BBC) was invited to become part of a new W. K. Kellogg Foundation project called the Best
Babies Zone Initiative. The BBZ Initiative is led by our partners at U.C. Berkeley, School of Public
Health and is using a non-traditional, four sector (economics, education, health, community),
community transformation approach to create lasting change. This place-based project will
cultivate promising community solutions and foster new county collaborations—all with the
goal of ensuring a healthy future for the neighborhood’s children starting from birth. These
approaches will be developed hand-in-hand with the organizations and residents who live and
work in the neighborhood.
ACPHD will focus on a 7 by 12 block radius in the Castlemont neighborhood in East Oakland.
Castlemont was selected due to a confluence of factors: community need & assets, existing
momentum, and BBC partner strengths.

What is the Castlemont Community Snapshot?
The purpose of this Castlemont Community Snapshot is to give the reader an overview of the
community and to use a preliminary guide in planning activities. We intend to update this
information as we hear more from the community and local partners. This document contains
general demographic information about Castlemont as well as community input gathered
through a door-to door survey completed by Youth UpRising. This snapshot is organized into 5
sections. The first section includes demographic information that is followed by data listed by
the 4 sectors that we will focus in: economics, education, community & health (to be included).
Castlemont Neighborhood is a 7 by 12 block radius in East Oakland

For questions or more information about the Castlemont Community snapshot, please contact:
Bina Shrimali, Building Blocks for Healthy Equity Initiative, ACPHD at 510-268-7078, bina.shrimali@acgov.org

Demographics:
Population
The Castlemont community has about 5,000 residents with about 100 births every year. In the
last 10 years the population has decreased from 5,208 to 4,696, a 10% decrease. During this
time, African Americans population has decreased by 28% and Latinos have increased by 24%.

Race/Ethnicity
There is a larger proportion of black and Latino residents in the Castlemont neighborhood than
Oakland and Alameda County. 88% of Castlemont residents are African American or Latino
compared to 52% in Oakland and 35% in Alameda County.
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Language
The table below represents the primary language spoken at home for the population 5 years
and older. 46% of the Castlemont population speaks a language other than English.
Languages
% of Castlemont Population
Speak Only English
54.0%
Spanish or Spanish Creole
40.7%
Other indo-European languages
0.9%
Asian and Pacific Islander languages
3.4%
Other languages
1.0%
Source: ACS 2006-2010

Characteristics of Mothers and Babies:
Castlemont has worse birth outcomes than Oakland and Alameda County. It has higher rates of
low birth weight (LBW) babies and prematurity while having lower rates of first trimester
prenatal care.
Area
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99
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42
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7%
9%
88%

64%

45%
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# AfrAmer births
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# All other
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% prematurity
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prenatal care
% Medi-Cal

Note: LBW refers to low birth weight
Source: Alameda County Birth Records 2009-11 average per year

Mothers are younger in Castlemont than in Oakland and Alameda County. Over half are under
the age of 25 years old.
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Economic:
About 1 in 4 residents are living in poverty:
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About 1 in 3 children are living in poverty:
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Median household income:
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Almost half have a household income less
than $30,000:
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Rent burden
43% of residents spend at least 50% or more of their household income on rent
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Education:
From the fall of 2005 Castlemont high school was broken into 3 individual campuses. The
average graduation rate for the three schools in Castlemont is 40% where as it is 53% in
Oakland Unified School District. As of fall of 2012 marks the re-opening of a single
comprehensive high school on the Castlemont Campus.
The Academic Performance Index (API) for the three schools in Castlemont is far lower than
OUSD as well as the California state average of 788.
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Note: API is a measurement of academic performance of individual schools. The score ranges from 200 to 1000.
Chronic absenteeism is defined as missing 10% or more of an academic year.

The average suspension rate for the three schools is almost 1 in 5.

Average Daily Attendance
Chronically Absent
Suspension Rate

CBIT
90%
24%
17%
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Leadership
90%
84%
27%
42%
22%

12%

OUSD
94%
14%
8%

Source: Youth Uprising with data from OUSD, 2010-11

The Oakland Unified School Options Program allows any student to apply to any school in the
District. The goal of this open enrollment practice is to ensure all families have equitable access
to high-performing schools across the city. Located within Castlemont there is one High school
and one extended (k-8) elementary charter school. Students living in this neighborhood may
attend other schools in Oakland and not only those within the Castlemont boundaries.

Community/ Physical environment:
Approximately four out of every ten respondents in the Youth UpRising 2012 door-to-door survey
indicated dissatisfaction with community property conditions. When asked how they would like to see
vacant lots utilized, three most popular uses were for childcare facilities (60%) grocery stores (50%) and
single-family homes (48%).

What would you like to see at all the vacant lots in this
neighborhood?
Child care Center or Head Start

60.3%

Grocery stores

50.3%

Single-family homes

47.7%

Local retail shops

36.4%

Apartments

25.2%

Local restaurants

23.8%

Office Buildings

21.2%

Bank or Financial Institution

15.2%

Chain restaurants
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There are currently no licensed child care Centers in Castlemont.
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Land Use

This map shows how land in Castlemont is designated for specific types of land use and
ownership. The total number of households within Castlemont is 1,498. There are 18
total vacant lots in the community.

Note: Land uses were determined by the use code specified in the Alameda County Assessors Office parcel layer.
Source: City of Oakland, County of Alameda Assessors Office (January 2012), First American Core Logic (January 9, 2012)
Produced by Urban Strategies Council, 1/30/2012

Data presented below is from a Door-to Door survey conducted by youth at Youth UpRising
during the summer of 2012. Approximately, 12% of the community was surveyed and baseline
data on social capital, community priorities, and community economic development was
collected
Community Groups
Seven of every ten community members interviewed attend church on a frequent basis. In contrast, only
23% of respondents belong to community organizations. Furthermore, 27% of respondents stated that
there are no community organizations that care about the community. Fifty percent of respondents
stated that there are “some” community organizations that care about the community.

● 73% of people attend church most or “all of the time”.
● 27% of respondents said that there are no community organizations that care about the
community.
● 77% of respondents do not belong to any community groups.
● 83% of people have never organized, nor spoken at a community meeting.
Community Safety
A major trend that emerged with respect to community safety was a felt need to be alert at all times to
avoid being taken advantage of. Respondents appeared to have mixed feelings with regard to the
trustworthiness of their neighbors. Finally, there appears to be substantial distrust of youth. It should be
noted, however, that responses to this question may be biased due to the fact that interviews were
conducted by youth.

● 86% of respondents stated that people in their community feel they need to be alert so they
won’t be taken advantage of. They believe people feel this way “all of the time.”
● 23% of people feel that they can almost never or never trust others in their neighborhood.
● 29% of people believe that young people in their neighborhood can never or almost never be
trusted.

Health Services
The majority of respondents consider themselves to be in good health. Nearly four out of five
respondents had seen a doctor within the past year. However, significantly fewer people (approximately
three of every five people) have seen a dentist within the past year. It is unclear from the data what
proportion of doctors’ visits were for routine check-ups, and what proportion were for medical
treatment.

● Only 2% of respondents consider their health to be poor, whereas 80% of people describe their
health as good, very good, or excellent.
● 79% of people have seen a medical doctor within the past year.
● 58% of people have seen a dentist in the past year.

Source: Data from the Youth UpRising 2012 Door-to-Door Survey

